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Good Friday.

Bel.ol;i! e{{:;xr King! Though the moonlight
_Through the sfivery shade of the olive tree,
No star-gemmed sceptre or crown it reveals

In Otr)n‘ley s:l;:ﬁ::m sl;mtes ot ?etluicltnane;

m o rate 3
Tt s bekenedt
3 hs sorrow, that we may kno
The depth of love in t.he'dopth ot wogl v

Beliold your King! Ts it noth
That the crlmsgn (oken:; gf §2§n‘° ot
From the kin{:ly brow must fall ll{e dew,
Thrgllggn é ?le shuddering shades of Geth-
Jesus Himself, the Prince of life,
Ok ik T oI
rTow, that we may know
Thé unknown love In the unknown wgel ’

'Bohold your King, with His sorrows crowned!
one, alone in the valley is Hol
The shadows of death are gathering round,
And tho Cross must follow Gothsemane.
I‘_D:u-ker and darker the gloom must fall,
O, hink of 15 g must drink italll -
y W, that we ma oW
Bis wondrous love In his wondrous \zoel

[Frances Ridley Havergal.

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF COL.
JAMES II. RION.

—_———
An 014 Soldler's Recollections of the Gal-
lant Deeds of the Leader whom he Fol-
lowed in the Storm of Battle and whom
he Loved in tho Peacoful Walks of Life=
Ex-Adjutant Thomas's Mcmories of the

Comimnander of the Seventh South Caro-
lina Rattalion. -

On the morning of Monday, the 13th of De-
cember last, T was suiprigsed, at my home in
Charleston,by reading an announcement in THE

NEwS AND COURIER of the death of my friend,

- Col." James H. Rion, at hishome in Winne
boro’. Hedird oz Sunday, the 12th, from a’

paralyeis, with which he bad been stricken on
Satordey, the 11th, after entertaining his
family physician, Dr. Hanahan. and others, at
the anniversary dinuer of his marriage. He
had been unwell for some months: but I could
scarcely realizo that his lifo had ended.

Arriving_nt my office I found a busincss let-
ter, marked No. 626, frosn him, dated the 11ta
—perhaps the last he ever wrote—requiring jm-
mediate avswers in two directions. As the
reminiscences of & lifc-time gathered around
me,, Irecalled his wisdom, his reticenco, his
prudenco and his systematic ability—so great
as rometimes to be called “queer.” What wa$
I to do in answer to the dead ?

Ihad a somewhat similar experionce with
him once before, in 1883, Ho was then in
Char]estgn attending the United States Courts
and while dining with him he asked mo to ac-
company him ona visit to Sullivan's Island
and Fort Sumter by-the 10 o'clock boat of the
succeeding dny. On tho next day, upon going
{u.my ofMico befure taking the boat, I found a

_ letter, of tho same eeries as aboye msnuonod.

from him fn his own handwriting, dated aa
mailcd from Winnsboro® on the day ULofore—
the day we bad dined together 1 Charleston.
1 Fattended to the requirements of the letter,
Smsiled o anoer to ol Jomee 1L Rion at

- A KING AMONG MEN. ~ .

-mewber “ of the Washington Artillery of

carclessly I had hurt Miss Annie's Unidn sen-
eibilities, |

. It is aleo worthy of note that Col. Rion never

mwade any professional charge against the th

widows or orphans of his war-comrades, Some
of their estates ho thus managed for geenty
years. He had several scholarships in various
geminarics, and always filled them with sons
or daughters of Confederates. '

Just before little Major Fickling died Col.
Rion authorized me to be the almoner of his
Lounty for clothing and anything the little
Major wanted; but upon inquiriag pt the
Almshouse; 1 found it was too late—Ho was
cead. The Major was in thesame Lrigade, and
bis martial appearance as & sentry upbn the
ramparts at Cold Harbor, while the Federal
hullets were fiying around him, had been im
¥reesed upon the Colonel's memory. '

Upon the threatening of hostilities in N
xcmber. 1860, he was elected Captain

minute 1en,” in Fairficld, and on the 10t
January, 1061, upon the cnll for troops, ho wa!
the Cantain of the Fairfield Fencibles; on th
23d Fobruary, of the samo yeur, he
elected Colonel of the 6ib regiment of Soat
Carolira Voluntcers, aud tendered it to th
Bon. Joffercon Davis. on the 2d April, 1661;
on the 2d May, he was clected an honorary|

Charleston, and on’the 7th he was in com
m“?“lat Fort Pickena, on Battery Island. O:
the 15th June Col. Rion resigned from the 6th
regiment, at Summerville; and on the 218
Norember he organized and commanded th
Fyles Rifies, mostly compo.ed of 6th regiment
men who had resiened with him. Thi
comrany, with seven others. was shortly]
afterwards organized into a battalion under|
Lieut. Col. P, ¥, Nelson, of Camden, with
James H. Rion as major. In 1863 with the
battalion he w:.; uguged at the siece of Fort
Wagner. In May, 1864, the bLattalion was
moved with the reat of Hagood's brigade to
Virginia, and on the 27th Col. Rion was
Wwounded at Drewry's Bluff in the left forearm:
and on the 1Sth of Juoe, in tront of Petors-
burg, while commanding the Washington
Light Infantry, of Charleston, as skirmishers,
he was wounded in the right forearm. Col.
Rion was then obliged to go honie on sick leave
of absence, and remained absent until about
the 22d of August, when, after the bloody
fieht on tho Welden Ruilroud. he returned to
the command, and remained with it until the
surrender,

When 1 jo'ned the battalion nt Battery Mar-

thal Col. Ricn hat a handsome sword and belt |
which bad been presonted to him on the 10th
of May, 1851, by the two companies of cadets
at Mount Zion. But upon golng to Virginita
piatol wus found more useful to an officer than .
& 8word, and his aword was left fu Richmond
at the hospital with Mr. George U. McMaster
for tafe-keoping. ‘They were forgotten atthe
evacuation, and doubtless some Federal car-

vled it home—a blood1esa trophy. 1t had Major

= L ..
engraved on'it.

Tho 7th battalion consisted of elght larse
comjanics of as hrave soldiers ns the Confed-
elacy controlled. Company A was first com-

When Hoke's divislon,of which we were 8
Enrt. wason ita way from_ Richmond to Fort

iaher, we stopped at Ginlds'.n-o® one bitter,
cold night while the icicles were peendant (rom

@ trees. I sought refuge, after my uaual
duties were performed, in a car sherd, where [
found a'jolly old clicnt of mine from Green-
ville, named Smyer, He opened his arms, bis
heart, his provision hox and his mountain dew
to me, around a roaring log-heap fire. I thought
I was fixed for the might, but the Colrnei
hunted me up, and, thomih Smyer pressed him
to stay, 'wve bunked that night in anopen plazza
at the head of the battalion. He would not go

inside of the house, though invited sotodo;,

and next morning my blanket was frozen so
hard that I had to break it into seams so that
it mlgl; be folded.

In Wilmingten a relative of mine prepared a
fine dinner, with a 810 (Confederate money)
turkey, for the Colonel and myeclf. But wo
received orders to march to Fro-Lawk Land-
ing, near_ Fisher, just at dinner time, and
though I thought we could catch up, the Col.
onel sent his crderly, George McCants, who
was sick, with his respects and regrets, to rep-
reeent us.  George said he had a good time for
& week or more. The Colonel tried to console
mo by walking me a race some twenty miles to
thelanding. He claimed to be the best walker
in_the brigade, Yut when his other orderly,
Jobn Mcintyre, brought ughis marsh tacko
charger and the Coicnel rubbed his bands wit!
flee. then I knew that I had had my revenge

or the logs of the turkey. .

Such was his reputation as askirmigh leader
that in such position he has been aseigned tho
{llace of priority. But to iy mind he was bet-

eras an enginecr, His burning the bridges
and covering the retreat from Fort Anderson
was masterly. His sallyports which ho cut
through the breastworks from the fosse in
front, (whilo wo wero_below Richmeond,) were
adopted firel by Gen. Lee's engineer officer and
then by the wliole army. By means of it the
ekirmish line, in falling back, was proteeted
from exposure In crossing over the breast-
works. It js true he had many a brillfant. ekir-
"mlnh3 éspecially on the 18th of May, 18G1; but
Rion's. aallyport will last while wars continue.

During our Virginia campaign I had written
for Col. Nclson_the accounts of seyernl of our
battleg, and he had me to promise him to he th..
historinn of the Lntiaiivu. _wur. NelsoR (the fa~
therofihe présent talentedSolicitor of Camdon)
was the flrst houor man of the class of 1844 in
the South Carolina College, of which Prof. J.
H. Carlislo was the sevnnd honor man. No
braver or nobler roldier ever lived than Col.
Neleon: and afier he was killest upon tho Fed-
cral breastworks in front of Petersburg on
the 24th June, 1884, while leading a storming
party. I wrote his obitunry. Aund now in dis-
charging that duty for Col. Rion I give thnse
events which either camne within my own ex-
perlenco with bim,or werogathered from him,
e8 my messmato and bed-fellow in the bi.
youac, or from others who have authenticated
them to me. He was thio most remarkable
man I.ever knew, and were {t not for our pecu-
liar relations I would shrink from tho duty of
dese-rlbinﬁ him and his carcer.

Jamcs H. Rion wasborn in Montreal, Canada,
on the 17th of April, 1828. His mother was
Mies Margaret Hunter, born in Liverpool, Eng-
land, on the 1st of December, 1810, She knew
ker husband ag Henry Rion, an engincor offi-
cer of the English army, who died on the 7th
% glarch. 1828, aged 42 years, 11 months and

ays.

On the 19th June, 1881, Col. Rion left home,
and srent a ;onth in visiting the place of his
nativ. tir. in Montreal, Canada, aud verifying
his early recollections.

Yourg Iion was thus a posthumous child;
and p French nurge, who had been employed
by his father, clandestinely had himn baptized
in the Catholic Church—the mementoof which
was in bis possession, and is now 'a_cherished
souvenir In the'family. His mother wasan

niconnlinn, and whaen ahe loarnerid nf this
aptisin had him azain baptlzed in her own
Lurch. In after years, however, when Col.
tion joined the Presbyterian Church he had
imeelf immeraed m'z'ur«lir‘nz lo‘th‘: ordinnunees
ToorVyon Vit Yy !
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friend Col. Rion,and reealled his story to m
mind. After my return home [ welfty to eez
the Colonel. at his home in Winnstoro. I had
1?! cught back with me hundredsof stereoacoptic
viens, vzhlch he desired his family to sce.
While explaining the pictures to the mr‘l;’. X
camo across tho pictures of this cathedral,
and recalling the cenotaph I said: **Col. Rion, ¢
£aW yeur name in an epitaph there, and ha.vinq
Dever teen Rion spclr
except In your name, I was rominded to {el
You ahcut it;" and gave my remembrance
t.d'l‘o my obeervation he changed the subjcch
alm ECon nfterwards the family retired. He an:
] §m then alone: and with someold Amontis
'a do_eherry, which ho said he had gotten
rom Mr. Jofin_Kiinck, and some flae Spanish
'%mars. which bad_been sont 5 bhim by Capt.
] l:llmet; Ealvo, of M. C. Mordecal & Co.. I
o}ught we wero o fight our battles over
azla,zi n, but he was quict and pengive for &
while, and tpen aeked *Can you get that epl-
taph for me?" He eald that it ‘was Mis father's,
1 supgested that he write to the American
minister, or to the consul and got a copy, or
that I could write, a8 I knesw them personnlly,
o said, no, that he did not want any ofticial
to have anytbing to do with it, but that I cer-
tainly bad some acquaintances, hotel-kceper,
bost ‘or merchant, who would get a copy for
me. 1 promised hiin to writo to a hnbor-
dae)m\-i whoso card I bad, and who kept oppo-
site to the door by which | bad entercd. 1 kept
my promise. I had becna d customer of
the = baberdasher, and asked that he wonld
send one of his clerks over and transcribe the
epitaph. By due course of returning post my
correspondent sent mo a printed guide-book of
the cathiedral. Upon one of the pagoes was tha
picture of the cemotaph, with the epitaph
printed below, This I gave to Col. Rion, and,
after thavking me. he said it was what :he
wanted. I never pressed bim further upon
the subfect, and he never voluntecred his‘con-
fidence towe, :
This circumstance I have mentioned to BBV~
oral fricnde, and amoog them Mr. Snowden, of
Tur NEws AND COURISR, who asked

. to pub-
Heh it, but, owing to private reasons, I nge

heretofore declined so to do.

Col. Rion wag very fond of Muhihe-niz ths. .

torical novels, ana thic Liicers: Moss it the old
Ts ucaiinle nonse, near Battery Marshel), had
them when I joined it, Of those novels. the
Court o'r Joseph II and Queon Hortcnse were
the subjects of gencral conversation with Col.

on, and he would always maintain that tho
Commune did save the Dauphin (whe
was  born in  1785) wben thoy took
him ftom bis father and placed the Jad
beside their Presldent, saying that “the Dau-
phin belongs to France,” and that he was
finally snved theough his grandmother, Maria
TLeresa of Austria, by some of har countesscs,
and brought to America. Col. Rion bad a
beautiful Jikeness of the Dauphin, which - he
carried with him for years. Beyond his father
gfo :n‘x;::tnggai:ivcly ;zo:l but coirlalnly Col.

man who wou

chiwerafor a lifotime! would murso &

To mo Col. Rion was 50 good and great that

Ilooked upon him as tho progouitor of his own. -

race, whorequired no antecedents to add their
lustre to his name; and to kmow thad he had
the blcod of the Bourbons In hiz veins wonld
not increase my love and admiration for his
ma3mory.

Yourg Rion’s mother in his early life was a
housgkeepcr in Savannah, Ga., and soung
Rion's first job in life was to Jay out Bonaven-
tura Cemetery. Col. Wiltherger. who kept the
Pulaski House in thoee days, purchased the
{)lantauon upon which Bonaventura was loca-

cd and emploved young Rlon, the intuitive
engincer, to lny it eut for him, with a view of
making it one day a public cemecicry. How
welldid the young artist perform his task! It
i3 today a marvel of boauty, On the 25th of
July, 1549, in n commupication to the Savan-
nah_}\'nml:lfmn, voung Rion wrote:

- ']lf!i tenutiful ninea. Bonaventura. (far thara
cer{alnly Is a beauty in silent loveliness when
united with varfety of acene,) is situnted four
miles helow the city. Itis quitea lovel place,
but not:e the less heautiful on this acconnt, ng

e d Paery 3w N

it s enveftee. egte) e v K

cd so before or aince! .
o

# Scribe, avd in November

rk of the Scrate; T. J. Goodwyn. James P.
ﬁlgl-‘ce‘mt.a Jolin J. Mobley, of Fairficld; ilor-
ace Saina, of Lenuiort, and Confederatd (iens.
Ststes:Rigl:ts Gist. *ohn Bratton, Smphen‘ Fl-
lctt, ane Joi n A. Wharton, of Toxas; Capt.
James, Carson and -Dr. Robert Lebby, of

" Charleston.

B y ]
Such was the popularity of the two men that |
Prof. Barpwell was elected the firgt. orator of |
their dlas: for its fifth year reunion after arad- :
aation, and Col. Rion for the sccond reunion.
which took place Lth November, 1880]. e
Hdé had great_poner among his fellw-cliis
zens, | During the recent eartTmnako shocks at |
IWinnsbouro’, one cvenii, thiers was an eunter- |
tair.ment at' the Conrthouse and the mathering -
ciowd were just ehtering the building when
ock came. “Hailr 1" cried Col. Rion.

'
i

. I",;leﬂlatl.&Col. Rion cays so.” shouted the sheriff,

and the multitude stocd fast ualil the danger
WHe OVET,

e would frequently amuse me with auecer
scieatific rules.  Fur instance, he had a rule by
whicls he could calculate, in his headhxmd teil
correg!ly {hic day of the week for tho given
date of any month in any year, muking allow.
ancesicyen for leap years, and every fourth
centofy year. He told me that ho once wona
case by the auplication of this rule to the tegti-
mony-of o witnres against him—who misstated
the day of the veek.

He eard msthe:natics could lis:l as well as !

any other mCthod of reasoning, and he actuall
lirg\'eﬂ eto n'?'o by an alzebraical problem l,hn{
twice' two wore not equal to fonr,at leastl
could:not find the error. if there was ane, ~
Col. Rion was an 0dd Fellow, and belonged
to DeKalb Ledize, No. 6. In 1852 he was olected
s ice Grand, and on
30th June, 1857/ Noblo Grand. .
He was alea, 2 Mason, nnd wag elected senior
warden of tdie Winnsboro' Lodge, No. 11, on
the 223d Degemnber, 1858, Worshipful Masteron
the 10th Wecember, 1859, and again oa fthe
16th Déci 1: Ber, 1860, On the 9th’ December,
182G69/he became a Roval Arcia Blason of Flint

Hijxl Chapler, No. 2, and on the 19th May, 1875, |
gi{- was n":adc Knight of the Red Grm;s.‘.l‘om_:4
!

Malta. .
li‘-fl'.:lgmnng matters he was prominont, and
aras élecied a dirretor of the Planters® Bank of
¥airficld en the 10th Octoher, 1857, while Jas,
it. Aiken was ils president; and fis was re-
elecied in 1658 and 1859, and on the 4th Octo-
Der. 1860, he was made its president. I remern-
ber histelling mo that he was 50 elected ba-
cause be could ray no.  He was re-clected ia
1861, On tke 18th January, 1873, he becamea a
dircetor in the Ceniral National Bauk of Co-
Jumnbia. .

In railrczd matters, on the 234 April, 1833,
he becanie & director in the Charlotte: Colums
hia2 and Augt sta Railrond, and remained so to
Tiis death; #nd I think he was also a director of -
{he Union aud Sparianburg Raijlroad.

In the Siute militia he was clected major of
the Fast katftalion, 25th regiment, on the 17th
May, 1833 licutenant colonel on tho 25th May,
JELY, and colonel on the 18th October of the
rame year; and after the war ho was appoiated
by Governor Orr as coloncel to-reorgunize the
1egiment. :

He never would al'ow his nanse to beused for
any civil ef’ce, though frequently re«bnesr.cﬁ 80
todo. lle i ight have been Circuit Judge, Asso-

clate Justico. member of the l..w‘ji'.slltuie nl;g! ]
VO

Senator, but he always declined. [ h

fore me a letter sayine, politely but concisely,
. that he “cannot consent.” RBut h
- took a great interest in public affairs, and in

party maitters, and in popular conventions hé |
always had a place. 1n 1832 he was secretary |

and treaswer of the Auxiliary Calhoun Mouu-
ment Association; on the 25th July, 1857, Gov
ernor . . W, Alston appointed him a dele-
gate to the Southern Commercial Convention,
at Knoxviile. f'enn.; on 9th June, 1839, ho

. came the cotrespending scerctary of the Fair-

ficld Agriculiurr]l Asseciation: on the ith July,

ho always |

1866. he was appointed, by Governor Orr, to
aritics to wilows of Confederato

1d Covinry, under a contribu-
A Ahell, of St Joseph, Mo.:
Correits by weene Intexate to
vl
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I to do in answer to the dead ?

I had a somewhat similar experionce with
him once before, In 1883, Ho was then in
Charlestgn attending the United States Courts
and while dining with him he asked mo to ac-
company him ona visit to Sullivan’s Island
and Fort Sumtcr by-thie 10 o'clock boat of the
succeeding day. On tho npxt day, upon going
fu.my offico befure taking the boat, I found a

LR THY T

Jetter, of the same seri
from him fn his om: %ﬁﬁmﬁ&"’ g%“gd“"‘

mafld from Winnsbore® on the day bofore—
tho day we bad dined togsther u Charleston.
Eattended to the requirements of tho letter,
mailed my answer to Col. James H. Rion at
Winnsboro', and got to.the boat just in time to
get aboard. 1 told him 1 bad Leen delayed by
answering his Winnsboro® letter. He was
pleaecd to know the answer had been malled;
and then he dismissed the subject with the
remark, *That was funny!” I knew himso well,
I had dono just as he supposed I would do—I
ked kept up the system, regardless of ap-
pearances to the contrary.

£o when the dead man'sletter wasbefore ms
I attended to ft, and mailed the answers as
usua'—one of them directed to Col. James H.
Rion, Winnsboro', S. C. I knew his system
would survive hitn, by his own provision; and
| my calcalation waa correct, for in a few days
) fhe system was satisfactorily closed.
i 1have been associated with Col. Rion in Col-
; lege, in the Courts, in the war, and since the
war. During the war I had been, during its
earlier years, Commissioner in KEquity for
Greenville distriet and had done military
"~y cnly as a Qetacned volunteerin Virginia;
but when the time came for all young men ts
go regularly into ranks I joined my friend’s
command on Sullivan's Island, at Battery
Marshsll, asa private in Company H, com-
manded by the gallant Capt. J. Hampden
! Brceks. One of wy brothers was in the signal
; staticn at Pattery Marshall and I was permit-
 ted Lymy friend to mess comfortably with
, Wy brother at the station. - Upon reporting for
. duty Ifound I wasappointed as acting sergeant
; mafcr in the place of Sergt. J. W. Fouché, of
. Ableville, who was absent on furlough. My
. duties from that time threw mein close con-

: tact daily, to the end of the war, with Col.
- Rion. Isoon after acted asadjutant, until I

" . was rcgularly appointed as such.

£ince the war there has been a call for a ros-

i terof the officers and men of the South Caro-

1 lina Confederato soldiers. Col. Rion prepared
1 the list of the 7th Battalion, which is now re-
. corded in the sccretary of State's office, from
. which I copy the following:

Lieut, Col. Patrick H. Nelson, azed 40, Ker-

ii shaw, wounded at Morris Island, July 14, 1863;
. Drewry's Bluff, May 10, 1804; Petersburg, Va..
i June 18, 1864 killed at Peterabur, Va., Juno

24, 18€4, while stormlmﬁemmy‘s WorLs.,

SurreRderad a6 Jomrton s e et el
: dered .at Johnston's ca atlo

26, 1€65. Living. . P AP

HIE U THIEN SO * . .

Surgeon R, B. Ianahan, a 34, major,
Charieston, captured at Morris Island, July 15,
1804, and, Leing exchanged, surrondered with
Jokmnston. Living.

» ». » » » *

Adjutant W. M, Thomas, aged 42, 1st llen-
tenant, Charleston, promoted from ranks foe
gallontry, Dccemfmr 12, 1804, surrcadered
April 26, 1865 . Living.

Lngign AL DI Irby, aved 20, 1st lientenant,
Firnield, wounded'nt Drewry's Rlaff, May 16,
1IFCY s promoted for conttnntey Moy 0

thal Col. Rien ha't a haudsome sword and belt!
which bad been presonted to him on the 10th
of May, 1851, by the two companiecs of cadets
at Mount Zion. But upon golng to Virginida
Pistol wus found more uscful to an officer than |
& 8word, and his aword was left fu Richmond
at the hospital with Mr, George U. McMaster
for enfo-keoping. They wero forgotten atthe
evacuation, and doubtless some Federal car-
Hed it home—a Lloodless trophy. It hed Major _
engraved on'it, o

The 7th battallon consisted of.elght large
companies of as brave soldiers us the Confed-
eracy controlled, Company A was first com-
manded by Major L. W. R. Blair, (who would
fight o' buz-saw,) and was divided, Ben). 8
Lucus’ becoming captain, and Dove Seegers,
captain of Company F: Company 8, (Col.
Rion’s old company.) loat all its officers on the

21st August, 1864, Capt. Kennedy and his
brother, Lieut, Robert Kennedy, Lieuts. Isbeil
and 8. Wade Douglass, (M. D. and ex-member
8, C. I egislatures) Company C was originally
Bng M. Pearson's company, afterwards his
£cn's, and then Capt. Mankin's; Company D
was officered by Capt. J. L. Jones and Lie
Eugene and Kobert Young; Company E by
Capt. Phil.Gafllard,(auditor of Sumter County,
the brave and gentle Lieuts. Ross and Richard-
" 20n; Company (i was commanded;originally by
Maujor Wm. Ulyburnp, then Stephen and then
others of that biave family group, Lieuta.
W m. Taylor and 'I'hos, Sligh were with the:ld
but the company in which I enlisted, *H,” h
as ofticers J. Hampden Brooks, Lieuts. Wm.
Weston, (M. D..) Barr J. Randall and Thos. J.
McCants, (killed at Cold Harbor.) At the bat-
tle of Drewry’s Bluff the battalion lost over 200
wen, killea or disabled. Company H alone
lost 50, (I wiito from momiory, but 1 bave the,
mciscranda of tho battalion £or sowe MorS EX-
terded sketch )

Col. Rion was very proud of the battalion,
and th:e men vqually so of himn. At a reunion
in Kerghaw County two years ngo, the veterans
weuld bring their children and introduce them
to bim—caying “Skake hands with our old col-
cnel and never do you forgct hifm.”

He uecd frequently to recall a story I oacs
told him, It happened just after the fight on
the Weldon Reitread of the 221st August, 1864,
when the brigade was decimated and disheart-
ened. [ was geing down the line one night and,
hcaring son:e coldiers of another regiment
talking, 1 etopped to listen. They menerall
agreed that charging Federal breastworks ha
Playcd out, ard that they never would do it
agmin, . Ono fellow, however, spokoupandsaid:

oy, it's no use tnlkin{:. you would have todo
it, fcr that ¢—da battalion would charge heu
to-morruw moruing, and you wouldn’t ba be-
bind then:, would yeu 7

At the battle of Drewry's gluff Jefforson
Davis came perzonally to the ticld, and in the
apple orchard neer the main road, amig the
wourded and dead, complimented Col. Rion
for his own gallantry, and that of his com-
mand, “one of the very best regimeuts, as he
called jt, in the whole service."

Col. Ition had his ambulance corps to carry
an axe, & broad-nxe, spades and a trough (to
splitehingles) so that if we were stationary fora
day g comparaiively comfortable shelter was

rovided for. He curried ut his sword-belt tho

alf of a linen fly tent, which wo had capture !
from the Yankees, and I carricd the other half,
for temrorary quarters. These tlies had sov
bullet holes through them. )

In the army he carried « little satchel, which
lizd medicines, lint, bandages, a tourniquet, &
lump of loat-sucar and o siall flask of French

Atter crossing the James River, on o pontoon,
towards Clester Sration, on the day Wise's
brigade wns driven from their works in front
ot J'etersburg, we wero ticed and chilled, 1t
wus at nizht, aud our murch was across an old
fleld. Suddenly I snitred n delicuttal davor.
and arted wiat it was. fue Colonel hal

',>| ened his f L Many o tinie inoafter years

Vot e

ber husbond as Henry Hion, an ongincor ofil-

cer of the English army, who died on the 7th

‘1’1‘) glarch. 1828, aged 42 years, 11 months and
ayr.

On %he 10th June. 1881, Col. Rion left home,
and sP'ent a month in visidné the place of his
nativity, in Montreal, Canada, aud verifyiug
his early recollections.

oucg Rion was thus a posthumous child}
and o French nurge, who had been employed
by his father, clandestinely had himn baptized
in the Catholic Church—the memento of which
was i1 bis possession, and is now ‘a cherishcd
uvedir in the'family. His mother wasan
Ticonialinn, ond whon aha loarnad nf this
ptism had hiw azain baptized in herown
hurch. In after years, however, when Col.
jon joined the Presbyterian Church he hed
mself immersed according to the ordinances
f the Bn&ist faicth. He thus hada broad and
uly catholic religion. But, nevertheless, it
as_real; practical and devotional. So much
that when in 1850 there was ﬁrent opposi-
lon among church people in South Carolina to
he tenchings of modern geologiste, as oppos
o the Biblical history of the cosmogony, young
tion, being the first honor man of that year’s
lags, was requested by Dr. Brumby, the pro-
veeor of geclogy. to deliver his graduating ad-
ress upun that subje et. ‘T'his bo did by proving,
0 the cavisfaction of hig large audicucs, that
be teachingsof geology did not interfere in the
tightest degree with those of the Bible. One
f his constant plensures was tbe readinzof
iis New Testument in the original Greak, And
vhen last year (1686) he was chiosen s the nn-
ual orator of the South Carolina Collexe, he
slected for his subject *Ovr kuovrledee of the
nknown as deduced trom the known.” 1t is
g.*y this oration was never written out. My
on »as chairman of the conunittee nf students
ho had invited him 1o deliver the address,
£d when he wrote to Cul. Rion for a copy for
ublication be answered that he had written
othing, and must be excuscid. Several ama-
eur stenographers attempted to take it down,
ut ke roen lost them, in the interest he ox--
ted, and they failed. The wonderful mem.
ry of DMstrict Attorncy Youwnans was called

(-]

to requisition to give his version of the argu- |

cnts, but he said there were too many techni-
al phrases, illustrations and scientfiic ro-
carches in it for Lim toattempt to rehearss it.
t was really a wonderful production, and one
f the professors remarked “that no other man
m doutn Caroling could have done the liko.”
Durirg the delivery L:c failed at one time to re-
all the name,of an avthor, fram whom he de-
jred to quote, and he callm] in wain upon
udges and Professcrs (o assist him; but after
foingg on_with his discourse the name came
pack to bim end he ealled it himself. Upon
1is return home his wife, a lady of great taste
end Jearring, teek the credit for suggesting
ome of the ideas pertaining to the lost name,
kud the Colonel said to her: *Miss Kicty, if
ou bad been there you could have told me
hatblno‘pe. and not subjecitd me to that
rouble. -
Dr. “‘oodro(v, of evolution fame, was his
avorite thevloziun, and when he cuine to die,
¢ requested that the Doctar should preach his
uneral sermon. The Dactor did so, and in his
ulogy deecribed his deceased friend “‘as a
king awone men.” Another favorite of Col.
R2icn was Dr. Brackett, of the Second Presbyte-
fian Church in Charleston, Dr. Brackett was
[oswerly his pastor in \Wiansboro®, and Col.
Rion always eald *he derived a benetit from
he decter’s preaching.”
Col. Itfun inbierited trom his mother his won-
erful mewory and et;stcnmuc practicability.
ce in camp, while bivounacking tozetber, he
gked me to repeat some book I had read., Of
curte 1 could not comply. }e said he_ coald
call anythivg he hud read, and actually did
epeat from the ““Scottish Chiefs” until 1 went
osleep. On another occasionI selected Cousin’s
History of Modern Civilization, and he did the

trandy, I applied the touraiquet for him gam, ing.
whzn hio was wounded in front ot Peterabusz. ',mmsa‘.)ll‘-!uggaret Rion was for years Mr. Cal-

houn’s housekceler and business manager at
Fort Hill, and during that time she had 2lmoat
fole control over the house and the farm. It is
tald “vhe whitped Wiilie Calhoun and ber son
Jumen with the seme switeh,” and that many
of the ayri

hev. Mo
cdveated hoer oo untit !

Sy vt alid uonirLgn fur s

mzmory. |
Yourg Rign’s mother in his early life wan a
housekeeper in  Savannab, Ga., and young

Rion's first job in life waa to lay out Bonavene
tura Cemetery.  Col. Wiltborger. who kept the
Pulaski House in thoee days, purchased the
plantation upnn which Bonaventura was loca-
-ted and emploved young Rion, the Intunitive
engincer, to Jny it eut for him, with a view of
making it one day a public cemetery. How
welldid the youn{: artist perform hls tnsk! It
is today a marvel of boauty. On tho 25th of
July, 1849, ina commupication to tho Savan-
vah Repuliican, young Rion wrote:
Fh{abligntmﬂ ninca. nnvonhtf . (fovrthara.
certainly I8 a beauty in sllent lovelinesa when
united with varfety of scene,) issituated four
miles below the city. Itisquitea Jovel place.
but none tho less beautiful on this account, ng
itis conaldemblf elovated by tiwo interven%ns
terraces above the water, which courses aroun
alargo_poition of it: for merp evenness ig
never objectionable, in point of beauty, if not
rendered monotonous by its continuance. Ita
situation gives an cxtensive view down the
river, but the eye of the vigitor will not wander
here before it ius traversed the heautics which
are presentcd by the spot immediately around
m. Longrows of venerable oaks mect the
eye on every side, running in singlo lines In
ECre Plnces. again forming extensive nvenues,
Leautifully arched d la Gothique, by the inter-
lacing branches of the lofty trees on either
s1de. These rows cross, not In etiff right angles,
but in auples varying from the quite acute to
the very obtuse. “The band of mnn has done
this'much in 'plnnlini theso Ivini culonnades,
and Dame Nature has not been spariag in
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cinto Justico, member of the Leiislatuge and
Sepator, bul. he always declined. [ hdvo be-

_ fore me a Jetter saying, politoly but conclsaly,

.

that he ‘‘cannot conzent.” But_ ho always

‘- took a gireatinterest in pullic affairs, and in
. party maiters, and in popular conventions he

always hnd o place.  In 1852 he was gecretavy
and trcaswer of the Auxilinry Calhoun Monu-
ment Association; on the 23th July, 1837, Gov-
ernor R, I W, Alston appointed him a dele-

‘ gate to the Southern Commercial Convention,

at Knexviile. i'enn.;on 9th June, 18590, ho

. came the correspondiong sceretary of tho Fajr-

her favors, but beeides having Kindly ass~——

eicted tho growth of thesoc ‘sturdy wnons
ef® the foiest,' she has richly festooned
them with a magnificent drapery of moss,
wkich bangs in all possible forms and conceals
the blending of the branches of tho traes that
form the avenue, (hus completing the arch
ard giving it at once a strangoe aprearance. In
the space uot occupied by these long lines of
caks is seen the gloomy cedar, whicl, as if to
siye vm-lgty to the scene, iy planted *in ordérly

igorder,’ while aronnd are bLranches of low
ralmetto, and_occasionully Georgiu’s favorite
tree, the stately magnolia. * * * The tomos
and menuments bear upon them the nams of
gome of the Tatnall family. Bonaventura i3
indecd wonderfully adapted for & cumectery,
£ vlank 1cad ig being contemplated to obviste
the difflemlty of the distunce frotathecity. ¢ ¢
Crpt, Wilikerper (tbe proprietor of Donaven-
{ura) intends completing the arrange:nents at
tlis place with all 1‘305311;10 speed.  His plan
ir cludes a neat chapel and a spaciousrectiving
vault, ‘as_well as other improvements neces-
sary for the purpose intended. * * ¢ I am
confident that with advantages which a South-
€rn sun gives fer calling in ?\‘atum to asuist in

the dccoration, this cemetery will, before many .

generations pass _away, eld to netther
glom‘xt {}uburn or Clmpoi Hill in melancholy
cauty,

On the 15th of November, 1858, Col. Rion
waa appointed, By Governor J. H. Adaws, a
delegate to the Southern Commercial Convens
tion. at favannah. Ga., and embraced the op-
rortunity of revisiting Bonaventura. Agatin,
some four years ago, he carried hia wite to see
it; and though justly proud of his vouthfal
conception, he regretted the alteration of his

rlans in the cuttivg away of the trees towards.

the river front.

I entered college in December, 1830, as o
sopbomore, and joined the Euphradian So-
ciety. Rion was my senlor fn yoars, and was
then in his senior year and a member of the
Claricscphic Soclety. Ho had recelved the
scLolarship of the Clariosophic Socicty.throuzh
the kind influences of Jawes E. Calhoun, n
ecn of the Hon. John C. Cathoun,) and was the
rcem-mate of Willie Calhoun, the youn:est of
tlie familv. My attention was firat called to
Ritn by (he Inte Capt. Cito Ashbeckett Sea-
bicek, ‘(whose gentlo and bruve spirit was
yivlded to his country ut the sceond Muanussas.)
Ser:brook 1oomed acress the passage from my

. reem, and in talking over the various debates

in  his reciety, the Clarlomophic, he told

n e ot yeen: Rion, “*a prodigy of learning umid

lopie. the favorite ol {!'rofs. Lichbuer and

Hrumby, o Willisme, omd Preston, and L.
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field Arricullural Association; on the fth July,
1860, he was np;wintcd. by Governor Orr, to
distribute charitics to widows of Confederato
goldicrs ju Falrtield County, under_a contrihu.
tien frem Mrs J,J. Abell, of St. Joseph, Mao.:
ani e 24 Aupvat, 1866; he was o dolegate to
the Statoe Convention from Fairfield; on the
Gth June, 1868, he was chosen o delegate, from
the Congressional district, to tho_Democratio
Convontion which meton the 4th July, in New
York city. and nominated Seymour and Bhair:
on the 18th November, 1809, he was made one
of the cxecutive committeo of the Stato Sur-
vivors' Association; on the 5th Soptember,

1872, he was elected a delevate, from Fairfleld

County, to the Congressional Convention in .
Columbia, and was elected its chairmon on the
10th, ar:d county chairman for Fairfleld on the
11th; on the 3d July, 1876, he was tho South
Carolina representative in the National Domo. -
cratic exccutivo committee; in 1874 ho was a

.delegate, from Fairheld, to the Taxpayers,

Ccnvention; in 1876 and in 1878 hc was a
member of the Ntate Democratic Convefition;
on the 8th March, 1877, he was one of the dele-
gates who callcd upon President Hayes, and
presentcd him the letterof Governor linmpton;
on the 24th February, 1880, he was ono of the
exccutive committce of the National Demo-
cratic Bgm.rty to Washineton, and in Novem-
lﬁer, i 6, he iwxxs elected president of tho State
on. . . b
1}:‘ eaticational mattere Ho was alwa i desply
interested, = U'pon his graduntion he bocamo.
on the 27th January, 1851, a professor of
mathematics apd history, under Presidont
Hudson. fn the Mount Zion Institute at Winns.
boro', and was connected with-it for nine Hﬁnrs. b

- During this period he introduced a m

- Richardeocn. On the iJ0th ho comwence.l tho

- fer with bim “aund invito his aid by aoliciting ;

training asa part of the school coures, and .
many of his scholars, thus trained, did bim -
honor in the Confederate war. On the 28th
January, 18C0, he was elected a trusteo of :
this insinne, and continned so for twenty-six |
yeais—until his death: on the 1st April, 1870,
pe Lialt snd crened the kinderzartem school.
Eegse, for an infant school. in Winnnabaro',
uncer Miss Kaie Obear, the sister of his law
partner. At tho reorganization of tho South
Caioiina University be was elected a trustee of
the Seuth Cavoiina College, and continucd such
untii bis death, .

Yol Rion was made master of artson tho
Oih Ducetnber, 1833, his alma mater, and
wae_henored with the titie of Doctor of Laws
by Davidson College of North Carolina in

883,

On the 0th December, 1853, hio was admittod -
to tLo Earn avlasg with Theodore G. Barker,
J. G, Barnwell, 8, GOEarle, J. Lncious Gaston,
W. Z. Leitror, Wiiliam iowndes and J. L

sruetice of law at Winnsborv’, and on 11th
ay, 1651, hie was admitted to practico ouitys
and on the 10:h April, 1867, he was admitte
to_practice in the United States Conrts, In
187U, after the adoption of the new Codo by
the Fie wblican Legislature, Col. Rion went to
New York, and went into & lawser's oMfice
thers asa student to study tho Code, and so
remained sor more than a wmonth., After his
retain, on tho 15th September, a committoz of
feur from the State Ear waited on him, to ¢one

. duch plans ane views as are put into shape by '

him to zicdify the existing Cade of Procedure in
tila Riate, to confortn more neavly with the
noed of the peojde.™ Col. Rion managed many
notable casee, and amoneg them on the H6th @
September, 1875, was the famous trlal of i
Ticasurer Farker, nnd in 1876 he defended !
J\'-g}ue. M.entgomery Moses, of the Sovonth cir-
cuit.
Cell Ricn was always a fair prastitioner, and
Wit cerier, was peviectly relieble, |
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. whicli | copy the following: 5
Lieut} Col. Patrick . Nelson, aged 40, Ker-
Lg.shavax_\\'bnndcd at Morris Island, July 14, 18¢3;
* Drew i’s Bluff, May 16, 1804; Petersbnrg, Va.,
od nm-f 3, 15645 killed at Petersburg, Va., June
24, 184, whilo storming encmy’s works.

Licut. Col. Jumes M. Rion, aged M4, Fairfleld
surrendered at Jobiston'’s capitulation, April
26, ]5‘35‘- Living. e .

B ET ot

*

Surgeon R. B. Ianahan, atied 34, major,

Charieston, captured at Morris Island, July 15,

1864, and, Leing exchanged, surrendered with

Johnet:m. Living,
».
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{ ; Adjutant W..M. Thomas, aged 32, 1st llen-
i tenant, Charleston, promoted from ranks foe
¢ gallontry, - December 12, 1864, surrendered
April 20, 1865 , Living.
' ‘ceign Al I’ Irby, aged 20§ 1st lieutenant,
; Faittield, weunded at Drewry's Bluff, May 16,
* 1804; promoted for gallantry, Muy 20, 1864;
: office abolished December, 18 Living.
Color-bearor Wm., Mayrant, 1st sergeant,
- Killed ‘Morris Island, July 10, 1863; fell with
colors in his banas. -

Culer-bearer J. H. Outz, 1at sergeant, Rich-

: laxrd, killed Drewry's Bluff, May 16, 1864; fell
with colors in his hands.

Color-bearer John B. Robertson, aged 17, 18t

. kcrgeant, Fairtield, killed Drewry's Bluif, May

+ 16, 1tt4, tell with colors ju his haads,

' Color-bearer Preston Cooper, aged 20, 1st ser-

. Reant, ['airtield, avounded Petersburg, August

© %1, 18€4, picked up colors and brought them
out with 57 holes in them dnd staff riddled and
shot in two. Living.

Color-bearer G. l‘\’. Kennipgton, azed 28,
Lancaster, wounded Drewry's Bluff, May 16,
18C4; surrendered, April 26, 1865. Living.

It will be roticed that Col. Rion kept up his
army ascociations to the last. e had his ad-

Jjutant reporting almost every day to him, and
XL 5:& bis regimental doctor as his family
physician.

The name of George W. Kennington also re-
calls his literality. Once, while I was holding
Court at Lancaster, Kennington came to see
me, and gave mea brass ball and socket, which
I recognized as a trophy we had taken from
tke cornetof a Federal cavalry regiment, and
which Col. Rion had appropriated for our own
colors. 1t had been saved at the surrender by
Kennington. I gave it to Col. Rion, and he
Jpreeerved it, along with a remnant of our last
flar, in his cabinet. Aftorwards Col. Rion
brought Kounington one day to his house, and
surprised Mrs. Rion by payinz Kennington's

R hotel bill. She was, however, move surprised
. When she found that he had paid Kcunington’s
railread fare to Brltimore anad back again, to-
gether with Dr. Chisolm’s professional bill for
an oreration upon the color-bearer's eyes,
. The flag, with its fifty-seven bullet-holes
+ through it, was his joy, Hobhad acover made
for it; and never haviog “trailed the dust.” it
was free from stain, e dellighted in o story
I told him of my visit to the toinb of Napoleon,
in Paris. I wasaccompavied by a pretty New
5Vork lady, and momentarily forgot her whilo
lecoking at the conquered tlags which surround
the sorcophagus. “‘Come, let us go,” sho saidt
“whatare you looking at go intently?® 1lan-
swered: “Tlhore is not one of these flags so
clean and stainless, with half as many honora-
ble scars upon {t as the flagof our old Confeder-
ate battalion!” She didnot speak to nie again
for weeks. .But the next day, wheun I called,
ehe was playing the “Star-spangled Bannery”
while her mother was explaining e “how

L=

Vel Bioe bad s ambulance corps to earry
ab axe, o broad-nxe, spiudes amd u trough (Lo
splitehingles) so that if we were stationary fora
day & cotparatively comfertable sholter was
'rovided tor, He carried at his sword-balt tho
half of a Enen iy tent, which we had capture
Trom the Yankeex, and { carricd the other nalt,
for tewrorary quarters. These fiies had several
bullet holes through them.

In the army he carried » little satzhel, which
hea medicines, lint, baudagos, a tourniquet, s
lbl:mp'ol' loat-sugar and a small flask of French

randy,
whzn ho was wounded in rront of Petersbusy.
Atter crossing the James River, on a pontoon,
towards Chester Sration, cn the day Wise's
trigcde was driven from their works in frone
of Fetersburg, we wero tired and chilled, It
was at niaht, and our murch was across an old
fleld. Suddenly I sniffed a deligutfal davor.
and asked what it was. Tuo Colonel had
orencd bis flask. Many a time in atter years
he joked atout vy ‘wanting it, and wa v up
fer Liis Lot esking me to participate at tho time.

1t was cl this trip that Major Kd. Willis, of
Cherleston, tells this s'ory of Col. Rion. e
had craers to nmove  good com uny jamedi-
ately to Petorsburg. Ho came down the lino
usking for volunteers. 2None ofiered until he
canigto the buttalion. Col. Rion stepped for-
z\'m’u gnd #aid: *“Hore is a full battalion ready
0 KO,

‘Lhis was more than Major Willis had bar-
gained for in providing transportation; but he
Intehed on some additional cars. ( broke the
repimcnt into cainpanics opposite each car doos,
ard ina few minutes all were aboard except
about a hiundred of us; Lut, mounted on tias
tops of tho cars, we went along s satoly as if
we were on the inside.

W hen we arrived in Petorsburg and marched
thrcurh the town, begrimed with smoke, but
with the steady tramp of veterans, the eity was
in censternation. \WVise's mnon were flying gun.~
less urnd hatless. The ladles were gatherod
upon tlhe pavements, rearing the appearance of
the exemy, and as we came up the street somo
of them gsked, “What brigade is that?” At
the Leud of the column I anewered, * 's
feuth Cerolina Brigade.” Down the ladies
went on their knees, saying, “*We are safe
now.” HUazood’s Brigade had saved them twice
galnrc. and we were great fuvorites in Petors-

urg. .

We were marched through the cit¥ in the
dirceiion of tho enemy on tho Churles City
road, aud twice during the night we were or-
dercd to charge, but the orders were counter-
manded, and we paseed the night thvowiug up
breustworks, and with a picket line only in
front. At anybreak I waz with the nizsate,
and finding two fo1ts, which had been deserted
by Wise's mun, unoccnrled by the Federais, t
u.oved the pickets for them, when the enemy
did the snwe. We got there tirat. ol. Rion
game up with the battalion. The enemy came

tus with o brignde av 11, and in e snose.
QU Lk aBaGlts they came tares vrigueles degg.
Col, 10N snve e cbargs of the Tort o0 t
rigat of the railroad cue, und gave strict orders
thal the fire showid Lo hel.luntil ha gZAve L
word. ‘T'he battlo was fuught by sirich tantiva
Ey Cul. Rion,  “ieur rank! rewdv, aim, firal”
*Froet rank, ready, aim, fire)” Gen. @rant. in

hir effcdel repert, suye that for three days ho C

made no advance at this point; that he gant

Gen, Fmith, and then went i pevson, but it t

did nogeod,  Gen. I3 I, Butler says tuat draur
vt Crunk.  We held the fort.,

Ilut simcc will not. permit me to glve a detail
of Col. 1tion's battles, It would be, indced, a
Listory of the Latialicn, Buat mycomradesean
e ler Lis ubiqulty at Fort Wazn-e [
cucipctic march at \anum!l Junetlo, his ril-
ing over Swift Creek an o gronadier, ~~ t Wi
manning the guns of the deserted fort at Drew-
ry’s Blufz, bis ekirmish the night ba- oy the
battle, and again at earlv morn when le turned
the right flank of the Federnls; but I muststop
or 1 would have to tell of Bermuda Hundreds,
Culo LZarbor, Chickabominy, Huw's Shop, Fort
Firlicr, Fort Anderson, 0x Swamp and Ben-
torvilhy where he was with us, .

Lils covetion to duty was self-wa 5 eicin

Hh i cloin Chatleston, Dr, Boaelo th was
cruierly his pustor in Winnshoro', and Coal.
ton ulways taid “he derived a benetit from
he ¢eeter's preacking.”

Ccl. Riun inkerited 1rom his mother his won-
lerful memery and systematic practicability.
ree in cemy, while bivouacking to:zether, he
gked me to repeat some book I had read.’ Of
curee L could not comply. _1le said he counld
call anything he hud rend, and actually did
ereat from the “Scottish Chiefs until L went
oeleep, On another occaston I seleeted Coustn's

T appied the “tosriiaaer for him ﬁl&tgﬁ;‘ iot Modern Civilization, aud he did the

ng.

ra. Margaret Rion was for years Mr. Cal-
thxn's houeckceper and business manager ot
Fort Hill, aud during that time she had alinnst
£ole control over the house and the furm, It is
tald “rho whitped Wiilie Calhoun and her sou
Jumen with the semze switeh,” and that many
of the agricultural improvemeats were dusto
ber. Sl alone and uniided, provided for and
cdueated her son until he went to colle e, and
when elie raw himn settled in life her Rmbilions
and burirese.lile character traneported her to
Califuinin, 4here she remained at San I'ran-
ciseo until the Confederate war broks out,
wkenrka rotiurncd Lome, and on the 19th of
Avpust, 16, {00l charge of the Midway Hos.
pital, ut Charicttesville, Ya. From chnos she
preauced order., with all of the usual attrib-
utes of a lJong csiablished hospieal.
8he scon, by her great memory aod
txecntive abuity, made n model hospital,
‘No higher tribute can bc paid her than
tbat written by the Rev. FProf. R. W.
Earnwell, the coliege competitor of Col. Rion.
Iit is in his offieial circulur assupervisor of Cou-
ederate hospitals, and docs credit to thia day
0 the heaa snd heart of this, the noblest Barn-

vell of them all.  He sazs:
*A more officient, ;mtriotlc. kind mnanager is

1!

owhere to boe found. Her marvagement is sui
genc No one cun imitate 1it. No one ean
s it. Jn ncatness, cheerfulness, economy,

T

succesaful nuraing, the Midway Hoapital
has al «+ays been the first of our hospitals. ‘The
sccret suring which hus given this pecuilar
character to the-Midway is unquestionably the
geniua of tho very rexmarkable woman who pre-
sides there,”

In the winter of 1862 she contrasted typhoid-
al pnexmonia frown nursing & number of
cazes in the hospitu), and, after one short
week's illness, ahe dird on January 1, 1863,
She lics burfed at Churlottesville, Va,

Of Col. Rion's father but little {8 positively
known, On one occasion it was my duty. as
odjutant, to prepare n roster of the officers o
the battalion, in obtudience to a general order.
Col, Ricn furnished me the printed blank,which

&4 tecn scirt (o hendquarters, with his own
neme at the l.cad, written in his little, bejew-
elled Fiench bundwriting, together with his
age. when he eutercd sorvice, (31,) and tne
place of his birth (Montrerl, Canada). 1 was
suryrised, for up to that time I had tnken him
for a Carolinian, I had too much respect for
bhim {0 assume the inguigjtive, but he, seeing
Iy eurprise, voluntarily told me that Montrea
wasenlly his birthplace, and that his father
was an officor in the engineer corps of the Ene-
listh army, but was of Freneh extraction, and
that he Givd not long after his mnn-in;'r. M
inference at the time was, he was n Frenc
ausdian. C'ol. Rion also said that it was from
his tather he derived his mathemnatical talent:
Liat e never had to study mathematics in his
lite; that they canie to himas 1t intuitivoly,
Thess revelations to me I cherished in my
wemery, and not being bound to secreey, I
have repeatedly told then during the war and
sinces ro they were impressed upon me.

In 1870, six years after theso revelations, 1
was a tourist in Euro{)e. and one day, in visit-
ing one of its prand eathedrals, I saw upon
an arch, in front of the gide entrance through
which 1 had come, an e¢lega it cenotaph. The
name was spelt the same as that of my friond.
<At that time I had nover,seen the name s0
rrelled elsewhere. The cpitaph doscribed the

leceased asa major of engineers in the Eug-
lieb army, and guve the time of hin deuth, and
sther particalars, which I ean not now rocall,
but all of which famedintely suggestod my

-
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conception, he regietted the adterudi m of his
rlansin the cuttieg awany of the trées towards
the river front.

1 c¢ntered college in December. 1850, as o
sopbomiore, and joined the Euphfndian So-
ciety, Rion was my senlor in yoars, and was
tkep in his_senior year and a menibsr of the
Claricscpbic Society. Ho bad regeived the
eelolarship of the Clariosophic Socicty.throuzh
the kind influences of James E. Calhoun, ‘n
gen of the Hon. Jobn C. Calnoun,) and was the
1cem-mote of Willie Calhoun, the younwest of
tlie famile, My attention was first ealled to
Riem by (be late Coprt. Cato Ashbeckett Seae
bicek, (whose gentle und brave gfirn; was
yicided to hiis country at the sceond Manussas,)
Serbrook 10omed across the passage fromy my

. racm, and in talking over the various debates

in  his mcieti'. the Clarlosophi¢, he told
n.c ot yecny Rion, *a prodigy of learaing and
logie.” the favorite of Profs. Licbor and
Brumby, and Williams, and Preston, and La-
toerde for the honor. Of couras, I nud ine story
to tell of the brilliant Kuukradinn, . 3V, Barn-
well,of Charleston. But Seabrook was right.
I reremter well the graduating examination.
Major Williams. the profeszor of mathematics,
gave Barnwell a covcled probleln, “tho mons- ,
urcment of tise rouniaing of the modn.”” Thn:
fevre wes well draven, and Barnwsll J:ctur=d
Leautitngly apd-learnedly for tweuty miunteas, .
{0 the edmiraticn of the audience. To Rion
was given an out-of-tiie-wvay but difficult
propesition in rerallax. As Riontcok the choelk
and drew the figure Major Witliams raised his
eyebrows, aswas his wont when anyibing was
wrong. Niun, kowever, kept on with his letter-
irg until he came to his “Q. E. D." 1In two
unnutes nmove lio had” nonounced his vroposi-
ten, deseribed his tigure, stated his toasoning,
end mrived at kis conclesion.  He ha: prov

it by a ¢ifferent drure and in a shorler mad.
ner than the problem in the text-Look.

When tho bouno:s werc announced I was up-
town, and i1 walking down to the Collego writ
scrre fellow.etudents we met Rion anid W illio
Calhoun on the opunsite side of the street. Weo

weantel to know so Undly who had won, but |

even then the respeet for Rion was zo greet as
to repress the desire. Willie Calkosun, the most
jepular, geed-natured mwan in collezz, as he
wup, tock iu (le situution at once, and patting.
Ricn gocd-naturedly cn the beck, relleved the™ -
tersiot:— for which both were rewirded by..
cheers. K -
Durirg tlie year we were togethier in College,
1880, Rivn was the anniversary orater of ctho
Clariorephic Saciety. on the 8thof March. Hia
subject was “The rso and vrogress of eivil*
liberty, and the causes of ita development.” It
was brief, concise and compact in style, and
evinced a remarkable power of gencralization.
About this time Mr., Calhoun died, and Riop
was nppointed to deliver bis “eulogy,” which
he did on the 6th May. It was go weil done as
to draw fcrth the press compliment, **A re-
markable performance for one 8o go'.mg. giving
uxg'iu: of u brilliant and distingv’shed

Col. Rion returned tho kindness of the Clari-
osopbic Souciety by giving a echolarship inthe
Collegte to ouc of its members. ‘The conlition
he impesed was unique. *“The beneficinry
should etapd well fn his class, must ncither
drink nor ehew, and smoke but onc civar only
8 week, on Sunday.” John H. Littlejohn, de.
coaced, a Dhrilllant yonng maun from Union
burg, was the first to get it. and tha students
gisc% }o ga,ther each Bunday to see Juck enjoy

s Rion cigar. ) "

Besides I§!on and Barnwell, tho class of 1850

roduced many able and well-knownnen, rud

he early honors of Rion recin resplemlent
when their numes are reealled. ‘There way tho
strong-winded Gabricl McPheoters, jof Vickse
burg. Mise.; the affable gentleman, }coruu W,

Williumson, of Louisinnn, since U. 8. districe
Attorney, Minister to the Argentiné Republiv,
&c.: Joe Berryman Sloan, of Pendlgton; J. E,
Bacon, of Kdgetield, now United States minise
ter in South Americn; Renator B, \\":(‘[‘.ﬂh\':\.r-ls. :
of Darlington; Counvessman John 8, Ricitard-
£on, of dumter: Geurgo 1. MeMnster sud .\l:::
Neil Dubeee, of Faiclicld: Joscpn Glover, of
Collcton; Hon., Lungdon Chuves  Hasitolls

0

. a cotton speculato:

.dicd compuirntnely poor.

. Tenico in Viinnsloro':

- ?s'ancc of 3 wenlthy

e g mh Wl Wanshoro’, and wa Jith
Loy R Le was adanitte] 16 practico euity;
oud an the 19:h April, 1867, he was ndmitted
tu_ practice in the United States Conrts. In
187y, after the sdoption of the now Codo by
the Kepublican Legislature, Col. Rion went to .
New York, and went into a lawyer’s offlce
thers nsa student to study the Code, and so
remained Yor moro than a_month. After his
Teftin, on the 15th Scptember, a committoe of
feur frem the Stete Ear waited on him. to cone

- fer with bim “and invite his aid by soliciting

such plans and views as are put into shapo by
hi1n to o:cdify the existing Code of Procedure in
1hia Stafe, to”confors: more nearly with tho
uced of the peojle.” Col. Rion managed many
notablc casce, and among them on tho 20th
September, 1575, was the famous trial of
Treariirer Farker, and in 1876 he defended
g:l;ﬂtae N.ontgomery Moses, of the Soventh cir-

30,

Cel. Ricn was always a air prastitioner, and
8 an (anices ctirio, was perfectly reliable, 1
remember onco 1o brought an action on a joint
Lond and proved his cnge. The dofendant,
reyresented by . MpsDouglass. (of “Vinnshoro®)
wae cqualiy fhor¢ in his dcfence-rart pay-
nieet Ly onc of the wnakers i full relense. 'Iyo
1wy euyec Col. Rion arose and arid: I am
willing that the postca Do hacded to tho de-
fenéant.” :

Beon ofter returning home from the war ho
epct €d bis office, and the first day ho did so he
made two_double engles by recovering some
cotton, and his client sclling it immediately to

1
Col. Rion accumulated a large law library,
the nucleus of which was the law office of Con.
gressman Woodward.  He kept abreast of tho
times, and cach }'car added to his catalogue.
Since the It of January his executrix has had
0 pay over $1C0 for books, &c., he had orderot;_.‘

t
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of them in the dar 4 iron safe stood facing
ibe door, with ropes at the handles, ready to
be pulled out in case of fire. He had his cor-
respondence printed on many blanks so that it
might lessen_the writing on.each lctter. His
trunk, when he went on the cifcuit, usually
centafned the tooks he intended to usc, and
was always equipped with saws. files, Daila,

amirer, medicices and evvn a rope ladder for
& fire-escape.

Col. Rion married ¢arly in life an estimable
lady, who has indeed been a_helpmeet to him.,
Sho was a Miss Mary C. Weir. Her father
bad once edited a news; sper in Coluinbia of
considerablo literary ability. She is 2 fine
nusician, and at one time taught music. She
never permitted Col. Rion to have the least
€aro about their domestic affairs. and the
Colonel always called her Miss Kitty. They

ve reven living cbildren—three sons, Pres.
ton, William and Holbrook, and fonr &nugh-
%g;;. B:I\i;:o f:}x::cur{;t aggd lftt(lle Hannal, and
Mra, of Colum ! 5
of Walterbarer. iy and Mrs, Eidwards

Notwithslanding his Iarge practice Col. Rion
I He had endorsed
for Irlends and had'to pay boavily for thom.
Pesieg e kad given away thnusands with a
privecly hiasd, and, though he has valuahle
proneriy, Le was $:0,000 in debt at his death.

Ut his seven children, Mim Marvanrat, and
Yittle Hanneh, Preston. William and Holbrook

€ Mra. Barron lives fin
Celembia, and 2irs, Edwanls 1n Walterharo'.
Eannah irraid_to be the physical type of the
family, wkilo. Delbrook inherits his father’s
Teticence. and Miss Maraaret his liter: ry tasto
and cenfiderce.  Preston is a practical rarmer.,
2: eﬂlinimtismu, {n\g%\' at the olrll o!'llcehan«}

ms intuitively ave acquired a gnod leea)
urcerstonding. - Mrs, lsans{-n and%\nﬁ-s. Lid-
¥erds hove respectivoly urtistic tastes in

. t:nintlngrr.nd music,

32018 Nien has set to work to raliow her
Yusliend’s estate from debt, and, wich tl?mo fas-
59 1 Now York friead of the
[y r...o)_. slc hrpesto cacnmplish Ler purposo.
o). Eicz Ieft tham ag'en iy {:evibance a noble
_mclt(-r. e wad g wan of. cirong paesions,
Lx{; te Led ) vriceely virtus of temperunce—
n2ese Clontiae charncter 360-vs Lself 1 seif-
FuoSi e 6oy tiey sl ecuulite his vircael,




