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Good Friday.

ficLold yptir KInsI Thongh the moonlight
Btcals

1 liroiigh tlic Bllveryahade of the olive tree,
9 Bccplro orcrown it revealsIn tiic Bolcmn shades ol Gcthscmane;

Only a form of prourato grief. 7^
alUn, crushctl, HKe a broken Iclf.

Ob, think of this tprrow, thatwomay knoir
The dcptii of love in the depth of wool

® ' 'sit nothingtoyou.That thccrlmson tokens of agony
From the kingly brow must fall like dew,

Ibrongli the shuddering shades of Geth-
remanc ?

.Tpsub lllroscir, the Prince of life.
nir°« ?mysterious mortal strife.
Ski _ , sorrow, that we may know
The unknown love in the unknown woe i

Beholdyour Ring, with His sorrows crowned1
J^onc, alone in the valley is Hel

death arc gathering round.
And the Crow must follow (iethsemane.

win If®*'.?®'' darker the gloom must fall,
rtil'tki'®.''*? S*.'*-"'* most drink it aUl •
nin sorrow, that we may knowili9 wonorotts love In nis wondroas woe I

(Fyanccs Riaiey HaveroaU

A KING AMOMG MEN.

TSJ3 IjIFE AJfJ> TIMES OF COL.
•JAMES n. RIOK.

An Old Soldier's ICecoUections of the Gal
lant Deeds of the Deader whom he Fol
lowed In the Storm ofBattle and whom
he Dovcd In the Peaceful Walks of Dlle—
®*"-'tdJatant Tliomaa's Memories of the
Commander of the Seventh South Caro
lina Battolldn.

Onthe morning of Monday,the tSthof De
cember lost, I was suxptisod, at my home In
Charleston,by reading an announcement in The
Newsand Courier of the deathofmyfriend,
Col. James H. Rlon, at his home in Winp«-
boro'. He riled on Suituay, the 12th, from a
paralysis, with which he had been stricken on
Saturday, the lltb, after entertaining his
family piiyslcian. Dr. Hanahan, and others, at
the anniversary dinner of bis marriage. Ho
had beenlinwelifor somemonths;but I could
scarcely realize that bis life had ended.

Arriving nt my oillce I found a business let
ter, marked No. 620,£ro»n him, dated the lltn
—perhaps the last ho over wrote—requiring im
mediate answers In two directions. As the
reminiscences of a life-time gathered around
me,, I recalled bin wisdom, his rctlccneo, his
prudcncoand his systematic ability—so great
as sometimes to bo called "queer." What wa®
I to do In answer to the dead ?

I bad a somewhat similar ezpeiicnce with
him once before, in 18S3. Ho was then in
Charleston attending the United States Court*
and while dining with him ho asked rao to ac
company him on a visit to Sullivan's Island
and Fort .Sumtcr by tlie 10 o'clock boat of the
soccccdiug day. On iho next day, upon going
•M.my oinco before taking the boat, I found a
letter, of tbo same series as above mentioned,

from hlui in his own handwriting, uated auu
maikd from Wlnnsiboro' on the day before—
the day \vc bad dined together in Charleston.
I uHt.'idfd to the requircnients of tlic letter,

.. y f,, 'i H. Tlioli ut

carelessly I had hurt Miss Annie's Unidn sen-
eibililies. ^ ;

It is also worthy of note that Col. Rloti never
made any professional charge ogainist the
widowsor orphans of his war>comradc8< Some
oftheir estates ho thus managed for twenty
years. He had several scholarships in various
seminaries, and always flllcd them with sons
or daughters of Confcdemtes.

Just before little Major Pickling died Col.
Rion anthorizcd me to bo the almoner of his
bounty for clothing and anything the little
Major wanted; hut npon ingniring pt the
Almshouse; I found it was too late—l^e was
dead. The Major wasInthesame brigade, and
bismartialanpcaranco as a sentry upOn the
rampayts at Cold Harbor, while the Federalj
bulletswereflying aronnd him, Imd been im-
i rcsscd uconthe Colonel's memory.

Upon (ho threatening of hostilities in No
vember, I8C0, he was elected Captain ot
minule men,"in Fairfield, and on the 10th

January, 1C61, upon the call for troops, he wa'
Ute Fairfleid Fenciblcs; on the

Fobmary, of the same year, he was
wected Colonel of the 01 b regimentof South
Cqrolipa Volnntcers, and tendered it to the
Hon. JoflTercon Datls. on tlie 2d April, 1801;
on (ho 2d May, he was elected an honorary
member of the AVashinglon Artillery of
CJiarlestOD, and on the 7th he was in com
mand at Fort Pjckfns. on Battery Island. On
the loth June Col.Ilion resigned fromthe 6th
regiment, at Summcrvlllp; and on the 2l8t
Norcmbcr he organized and commanded the
HylciRifles, mostlycom|x>..cd of 6th regiment
men who had tesitmcd wltl» him. This
comyany, with revcn others, was shortly
afterwards organized Into a battalion nnder
Lieut. Col. P. H. Nelson, of Cnmden, with
James H. Rion as major. In 1803 with the
batialion he w:i.i l uuagcd at the siege of Fort
sVagner. In May, 18G4, the battalion was
moved with the rest of Hagood's brigade to
Virginia, and on the 27th Col. Rion was
wounded at Drewry'sBlnfl in tbelcft forearm;
and on the 18th of June, in tront of PeCors-
purg, while commanding the Washington
Light Infantry, of Charleston, ne skirmishers,
be svas wounded In the right forearm. Col.
Rion wasthen obliged togohome onsickleave
of absence, and rc.nnincd absent until about
the 22d of August, when, after the bloody

^1? '̂ tbo Weldon Ruilroud. he returned to
the command, and remained with It until the
snrrcndcr.

"VV hen I Jo'ned tlie battalion at Battery Mar
shal Col. Rir,n had a handsome sword and belt
whicli bad been presented to him on the 10th
of May,1861. bythe two companies of cadets
at MountZion. Butupon going to VIrglnltf a
pistol was found more useful lo anofllccr than ^
a sword, and his sword was left 1u Richmond
at Ihc hosritni witli Mr. George II. McMaster
for eafe-kcoplng. Thoywere forgotten at the
o^acualion, and doubtless some Federal ear
ned it home—a bloodless trophy. It had Major

engra*'td on*it.
The 7th battalion consisted of eight large

compunies of as bmvo soldiers as theConfcd-
Cincy (outrolled. Company .V (lr<t

Whcn tloke'fl dlvl.*lon, of which wc were a§iirt, svfts on lie way from Itlchmond to Fort
'laher, .wo atoppi-u at <Jolds'.o.-o' one bitter,

cold night while the IcIcIm wire p«.ndont from
yie trees. I nouglit rcfege. after my usual
dntlre were performed, in a c.ar shed, wh'.'ro I
lonnd a Jolly old client of mine from Green
ville, natnctl Smycr. He opened his arm-*, his
heart, his provision box and his mountain dew
to ne, aronnd a roaring log.benp fire. I thought
I was flxed for the night, bnt the Colonel
hnntcd me np, and, though Smycr pressed him
to stay. Iwc bunked that night in an open piazza
at the bead of the battalion. He would not go
Inside of the house, though invited so to do;.
and next morning my blanket was frozen so
bard thot I had to break it into seams so that
it might be folded.

In Wilmington a relative of mine prepared a
fine dinner, witb a SICO (Confederate money)
tnrkey, for the Colonel and myself. But we
receivea orders to march to Fro-Lawk Land
ing, near Fisher, just at dinner time, and
though I thought wo could catch up, the Col.
onel sent his rrderly, George McCauts, who
was sick, with his respects and remits, to rep
resent US. George said he had a good time for
a week or more. The Colonel tried to console
mo by walking me a race some twenty miles to
the landing. He claimed to be the best walker
In the brigade, but when bis other orderly,
John Mclntyrc, brought uphis mnrsh tachoy
charger and the Colonel rabbed bis bands with?:lec, then I knew that I bad had my revenge
or the loss of the Inrkcy.
Such was his reputation as a skirmish leader

that in such position lie lias been assigned tho
place of priority. But to my mind iie was bet
ter as an engineer. His burninj; the bridges
and covering tlio retreat from Fort Anderson
was masterly. His sallyports which bo cut
tbrougli tlio breastworks from the fosse in
front. Gvbilo wo were below Richmond.) were
adoptM llrst liy Gen. Lee's engineer ofllccr and
tlmn by the whole array. By means of it tho
ckirmish line, in falling hack, was protcctiHl
from exposure in crossing over the breast
works- It is true be had many a brilliant skir
mish, especially on the 18th of May, 18Gt: but
Rim'a sallyport will last while wars continue.

During our Virginia campaign I had written
for Col. Nelson the acconnts of scvcml of our
battics, and ho had mo to promt'!© him to j»"th.-
historian of tho iieison(the fa-
thern^me prcsont taiontedSolicitorof Camdon)
was the flrst honor man of the class ot 1844 In
the Fouth Carolina College, of which Prof. J.
H. Carlisle was (lie second houor inun. No
bravi r or nobler soldier ever lived than Col.
Nelson; andnficrhc was killcil upon tho Fed
eral breastworks in front of Petersburg on
the S4tb June, 1884. while leading a storming
party.-I wrote his obituary. And now in dls-
cliargtiig that duty for Col. Rion I give those
events which cithi;r came within my own ex
perience with him,or wcrogalhi-rcd from him,
08 my mcssmnto and bed-fellow in the bi
vouac, or from others who have aiithcntieatod
them to me. He Wtos the most remarkable
man I over Knew, and wore It not for our pecu
liar relations 1 would shrink from tho duty of
describing him and his career.

James H. Rton wasborn in Montreal, Canada,
on the 17th of April, 1628. His mother was
Miss Margaret Hunter, bom in Liverpool, Eng
land, on tho Ist of December, 1810. She knew
her hnsband as Henry Rion, an engineer ofll-
cer of the Engllsli army, who died on the 7th
of March, 1828, aged 42 years, 11 months and
10 dnjf.

On the 10th June. 1881, Col. Rion left home,
and spent a month in visiting the place of his
nativity, in Montreal, Canada, and verifying
his early recollections.

Young Rlon was thus a posthumous child:
and a French nurse, who had been employed
by his fatbor, clandestinely had him baptized
in ihc Cntholic Church—tficmcmentoof which
was in his possession, and is now'a cherished
uouvcnir in the'family. His mother was an
VxJcojjnllnn nnJ nlion nl»i» lonrnpd nf t.hls
aplbm hud him again baptized in her own
hurcb. In after yours, however, when Col.
tioii joined tho Presbyterian Cbiirch he had
liiiibelf iiiinicr.':ed :!(-c-iir<liiiir la tb'^ onlinuu'-'-.-i

t'.,. n-.i.i;- r . ,i,i, U-- '1

friend Col. Rion,and recalledIlls story to my
nilnd. After my return home I went to see
the Colonel, at his home in Winnsboro. I had
oicngbt back with me hundredsof stereo«coptio

which he desired his family to sco.f • » , uso achu&iAjr IV rUO*

ivhileczplaining the pictures to the group, I
came across tho pictures of this cathedml.
and recalling tbereaotaph I said; "Col. Rioo^ X
9ATV 9C*UmAtn0 In An *nitark1i frhAmh anri HatHnflpsaw

never Men Rlon spellcu ueiuru w cimeoj
except In your name, 1 was reminded to loll

.f R5"and gave my remembrance Ot
•r a f ° observation he changed the snhjec^r^if'Pv'terw-ards the family retired. He and
io5.9I® V " aione; and with someold AmonH-
f^I'teb ho said ho had gotten
clSS-^1^11 K ®®'' Spanish

ci'i®'* ^ofl^bccn sent ID him by CapU
9. Mordecnl A- Co., I

flPnVn inY 1.^®*^® H'*'" battles over
Wlfllo* pensive for awi)ui\ and then asked Can yon get Hint epi-

" ^"3^3 father's,
''® '̂•• '̂.te to the Amcrle.-m

I 5 95 ® consul and got a copy, or
Hv o ST'J®! ®® ?. knew them pcrtionnliy.00, Hint ho did riot want any ollictai
to havo anything to do with it, but that I cer
tainly bad some acquaintances, hotel-kccpar.
host or merchant, wlio would got a copy for
me. I promised him to write to a hnbor-
dasher, whoso card I bad, and who kept oppo
site to the door by which 1 had entered. I kept
my promiso, I had been a good customer of
Ihe haberdasher, and asked that ho wonid
send one of his clerks over and transcribe tho
epitaph. By duo course of returning post my
correspondent sent mo a printed guide-book of
Lift.®®' ,*'9l" Upott oPo of the pages was thepicture of Ihe cenotaph, with the epitaph
printed below. This I gave to Col.Rion, and,
after thanking me. he said it was what he
wanted. I never pressed bim further upon
Hi© sub.lect, and he never volunteered his'con-
ndcncc tome.

This circumstance I havo mentioned to sov-
ST®' frhnds, and amongtliom Mr. Bnowden^ of
w*i.®» and CounisR, who asked to pub-lish If, but, owing to private reasons, I have
hwcioforo declined so to do. i

Col. Rion wao very fond ©f ?jis-
toricni novclp. tt'tS tf-colTicorM- 1110.SSct tilO Old
T» t.c,.iuie House, near Battery Rlarshall, had
them iHien 1 Joined it. Of tbeso novels, the
Court of Joseph II and Quoon Hortcnsownre
Hie subjects of general conversa! Inn with Col.
Rion, and he would always maintain th.at tho
Comniuno did save the Dauphin (xvho
was born in 1785) when thoy took
him noni bis father and placed the lad
Dcsidc tbcir I'reEldent, saying that "the Dau-
plilo I'eh.ngs to Franco." anil that ho was
llnally saved through his grnndmotlicr, Maria
I ticreb'n of Austria, by some of lier nountcsscs,
and broiight to America. Col. Rlon had a
beautiful jjkcness of tho Dauphin, which ho
carried with bim for years. Beyond bis father
wp cannot positively go; but cortninly Col.
ition was not- a man who would nurse a
clilintrafor a lifotimol
T1 «*®2 "ioh was so good and great that1 looked npon him as tho progoultor of liis o wn
race, who required no anteceuents to aild their
Is®E?®hd to know that he ha«lthe picod of tho Bourbons in bis veins would
not IncreaEc my love and admiration for hla
msmory.
, Yonrg Rion's mother in his early life was a
housekeeper in Savannah, Gn., and young
flion s flrst job in life wn.s to lay out Bonavcn-
tera Cemetery. Col. Wlltborger. who kept tho
FnlaFki House in thoee days, purchased tho
P 9" i ®nupon which Bonaventnra was loca-

-ted and cmploved young Rion, the iutuitivo
engineer, to lay it ©ut for him, with a view of
mfl.kiJiK it one day a public cemetery. Hoxv
wcil(li(i the yoniig artist perform his task! It
Is to diij- a marvel of beauty. On tiio 2oth of
July.l^'iO. in a cominuuication to the Bavan-
Bflb Rrjiiili/fcnn, young Rion wrote:

I llis; benuTifnl nlnro. Hpnnvonlurs. /fnr lliorn
ceiraiuly IS a beauty in silent loveliness wlien
united witli variety of scene,! Is situated four
miles Uelow the city. It is quite .a level place,
but norc the less bc.iiilifiil on this
if f- -I,'... , !. 1..- ;• -

aAAv D vBUlXSVn A OHIU • vVle AalVD^ Aw your name in an apitaph there, and having
iver Men Rion spelled so before or sincm

6

Clerk of the Bcr.atc; T. J. Gooawyn. .Tames P.
McFce ai.d Joliii J. Mob.cv, o. bairficld; Hor
ace'•"ah*!*, of t'cnutori. and Uonfc'ienita i«ci»
Btstcs-Rigbts Gist, 'oln Bratton, Stopbcn IH-
llott,opf To: n A. "WharloD, pt Toxis; Capt.
James, Carson and 'Dr. Robert Lobby, of

Suc^xvas th© popularity of the two men that ^
RrocBarnxvell was elected the first orator of
ihetr ^ass for its fifth year reunion after grad- ;
iiatioii, and Col. Rion for tho second reunion, >which, took place llllh Kovcmhor, 1800. '

Hd had great poxxer among his
zcns. 'During Ihe recent earthquake ahock-s at >
AVinnsboro', one cvcnir.g, there wms an cnler- i
tainmirntattheCoxirtbouBeand the gathering
noxvd xvcre ju.'xt ciitcring tlio building w^on
the shock came, "ilalt!" cried Col. Ripn.

• "Halt, Col. Rion s.ay8 so." sliouted the sbcrilT.
and the mnltitudc stood fast unfil the danger
wusoTcr.

Ke would frequently amuse me with oncer
scic.atiflc rules. Fur instance, he hail a rtU®by
•vvbid; he could calculate, in Ids head, and tell
coTTcqJly the (lay of the xreck for tho Riven
datecf.ahy month in any year, making allow
ances! even for leap years, and every louttii
c-cTifiiiTr year. Ho told mft that ho once woit a
raifely iJhcapplication of tliis rule to the te.stG
monv'of a witness against him—who misstateu
thedayofthc vcck. „ .

Ho ieaid rrjathcinatic-s could lie, as well m •
any other mOtbod of re.*isoning,and he actually
proved to mo by an algebraical problem that
twice two wt're not equal to fonr, at least 1
couldmot find the error, if there was one. ✓

CoL Rion watt an Odd Felloxv, and bo longed
to DcKalb Lodjje. No. 6. I:U8-18 bo was elected

• Fcribc, and in November Vice Grand, and on
30Ui June, 1857/1 Noblo Grand.

He was abiia Ma.son. and was elected senior
warden of tiie Winnsboro' Lodge, No. H, od
the 23d Dcaemhcr, 18.58, VVorsliipful Master on
the lOth. Decciuhcr, 1859, and again on the
IClhD'Jc. li ber, 1809. On the 9tli December,
18C9yiic liccame a Royal Areh Maeoti of Flint
Hjtfl Ciiapter, No. 2, and on the lUtli May, |
Me was made Knight of the Red Cross, 101x1^^
fclarfuti Jialt.'i.

H. Aiken was ila president; and fie xvm re- .
elected in i 168and 18.59, and on the 4th Octo- j
bcr. IKCO, he xvasmade its president. I romcia- !
ber his telling mo that lie was so elected be
cause be could cav no. So xx'as rc-electcd In
1801. On the ISlh J.-inuary, 1873. lie became a
director in the Central National Bank of Co-
luubift.

In railroEd matters, on the 2.3d April. 1833,
lie became a clircotor in the Cbarlottc; Coiuni-?
bia end Augt .«!ta Railroad, and remained so to
bis dcalb; end I think lie w.-x-s .-il.'so n director ot
the Union and Sparlanbnrg Railroad.

ill the Suite inilttin he xxas elected major of
Ihc Knst hr.lialion, 25Hi regiment, on tho l#th
May, 1854; licutcnont colonel on tlio 2.5tli May,

and culuuel on tho 18th October of the
raiae year; ur.d after the war ho xvas appointed
by Gox'ci norOtr as colonel to reorganize tho
icgimenf.

He never w*onld al'ow his name to boused for
any civil ofl'cc, though frequenlly reqncstcd so
to do. He II ight have been Circuit ^ndge. Asso
ciate Justice. member of the L'':j;slatiiro and
Senator, but he ahvays declined. 1 iidvo be
fore me a letter saying, politely but concisely,

. that he •'cannot consent." But ho always
took a great interest in public allaii's. and in
party matters, and in popular conventions he
always had a place. In 18.52 he xvas seorotary
and triasinerof the Auxiliary C.alhoun Mouu-
nient Association; on the 2.5ih July, 1857, Guv-'
urnor R. F. VV. Alston appointed liini a dele
gate to the Southern Commercial Convention,
at Knoxviile. ifr.n.;on 9th .June, 1830. ho be-

. came the roMcsponding secretary of tho Fair-
field ARricullural As.ioci.ation; on tho 9tli July,
18GG. ho xxafc appointed, by Governor Orr, to
dietribute chanties to xvidoxvs of Coiifedcrato
soliiicis ii: !'':iir',:rlri fo'iniy. under a contrliui-
iirn firi!i ?.•!'! .1. .1. Ah.-ll, of St. .Fo::nph, M©.:
I ll .. l;-'.!!: In- \v:c! a •l/'iorfitc to






